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Sompong woke before dawn, eager to begin working by the day’s
first light. Gathering his equipment, he pauses to listen as the forest
begins to stir. The gibbon’s ghostly song floats down the nearby
mountainside. Overhead, a hornbill’s great wings loudly slice the air
as it hurries toward a feast of figs. The warm morning breeze bends the
tall grass in the clearing as the last night animals return to their dens.




s

AR RN b ﬁnf{ﬂlﬂﬂﬁﬂ'ﬂ '1ﬂ'lltﬁqﬁl'n Sowdummsariedanduaiodng
A1 ﬂu.!.*m*llﬂglulnmj mmﬁmnl

CRSETIIE |"11J H"EJ~1H]EI laeren H‘EIII‘UQT'I':HCTHIII
111!.111’H‘H'I111!.“IJ’I1ﬂ‘lT~iL’if‘.lﬂ1|JﬂT’fTﬁl1ﬂ"l‘1l i
Aunandiniinduauamsaanndaning 4
Al i e

11n’mm'mfmnnch.mmm ]11ﬂ’|"1’ﬁ“]]|’|

ﬂ”]']lm’itﬂll 5 ammtnm;ﬂm m-ﬂanaﬂlumwmmmmﬂﬂn Tuduil
nda o e T e idaranan Tudln Saamma

This forest has felt like home to Sompong since he was a boy living in
the nearby village. His childhood journeys here led him many miles
over the red earth trails that wind through the whispering bamboo.
As he explored, Sompong often wondered about the unseen creatures
that had shared the well-worn paths.

Now that he is a wildlife biologist, Sompong’s curiosity
about the forest remains strong. Today, he is on the

trail of one of the forest’s most mysterious
creatures — the clouded leopard.

Clouded leopard
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The clouded leopard spends nearly all of its time deep in the heart of
the tropical Asian forest. Sometimes, however, it ventures out of the
trees to roam the edges of the tall grass meadows. The clouded leopard

is very shy and seldom seen by people. By studying clues the clouded

leopard leaves behind, Sompong hopes to uncover the mysteries of its
secret life.
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Each sign Sompong finds reveals part of the cat’s hidden world. The
size and shape of a dusty track tells him that an adult clouded leopard
recently passed through the clearing. Sompong has seen similar tracks
here before. He knows barking deer graze in this meadow, attracting
clouded leopards hungry for a meal.
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The clouded leopard is one of the best hunters in the forest, able
to kill birds, monkeys, porcupines, and even small deer. If he is
lucky, Sompong may find the remains of a clouded leopard’s dinner.

Leftover bones, fur, and feathers help him learn what prey the cat
needs to survive.
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Even if he cant find leftovers from a meal, Sompong often discovers
the clouded leopard’s droppings, called scat. By examining the tiny
bits of bones and teeth he finds inside the scat, Sompong can identify
the type of animal that the clouded leopard ate.

Sompong also uses another tool to help him get an up-close “look” at
the clouded leopards he studies. ..
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Although it was surprised, the clouded leopard “captured” by the
camera trap during the night passed by unharmed. Sompong sets his
cameras along wildlife trails throughout the forest. When the camera
detects an animal’s movement, it snaps a picture. By comparing the
markings of clouded leopards in the photos, Sompong can recognize
individual animals. This helps him estimate the number living in the area.

Sompong feels excited whenever he captures a clouded leopard on
film since this is usually the only way he can see the secretive animals
he works so hard to study.
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Although he can'’t see it, there is one cat in the forest that Sompong
knows very well. Sompong captured this clouded leopard several
months ago and fitted a special collar around her neck before he
released her. The collar gives off signals that allow Sompong to follow
her movements. By studying these signals, Sompong learned that the
clouded leopard recently gave birth to cubs.
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To track the collared clouded leopard, Sompong climbs to the top of a
hill where the signal is the strongest. By recording the locations of the
signals, Sompong can learn how much space the clouded leopard uses
and when she is active. This information is very important for helping
wildlife managers protect the cats Sompong studies.
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Sompong sometimes worries about the future of the clouded leopard
and her cubs. He knows that many people from nearby villages use
the forest, often in ways that harm wildlife.
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Sompong is eager to share what he’s learned with his friends and
neighbors. He hopes that if they better understand the forest’s wildlife,
they will care for it as much as he does and work to protect it.
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Since learning about the wild cats that share the forest, the people
from the villages are beginning to help Sompong with his research.
They tell him where they have seen signs of clouded leopards and are
careful not to harm his cameras and other equipment.
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Sompong is pleased to see that his friends now have great interest and
pride in the forest’s animals. As darkness falls and the night creatures
begin to stir, Sompong realizes that he has discovered the true secret
of the clouded leopard — that with understanding, both people and
wildlife can have a safe future together.
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Eleven (counts Borneo CL) species of wild cats live in Southeast Asia.
Many of them face threats from illegal hunting and loss of habitat.
Scientists are studying many of these species in order to better
understand their behavior and conservation needs. In addition,
people living near wild cat habitat are becoming more involved in
conservation efforts. Hopefully, through scientific research, education
efforts, and the establishment of protected areas, wild cats and people
will live together long into the future.
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The Clouded Leopard Project is dedicated to the conservation of clouded
leopards and the habitat upon which they depend by supporting field
research, implementing education initiatives in range countries, and
bringing global awareness to clouded leopard conservation issues.

Please visit www.cloudedleopard.org for more information.



